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It’s been a very busy Spring for the
Guild, with lots of educational outreach
activities! We are so appreciative of all

the Volunteers. We couldn’t do it
without you! See below for some photos

of our most recent events.



Revolutionary Beer Festival

A special thanks to Brad & Kami Webb who put together the
raffle prize and volunteered at the Revolutionary Beer Festival
in Chesapeake on April 20.
 



Glenwood Elementary Spring Festival

Article submitted by Don Ross

On 28 April 2024, the Beekeepers Guild of Southeast Virginia attended
the Spring Festival at Glenwood Elementary School. The festival was a fun
afternoon of carnival games, concessions, school garden tours, a plant
sale, local craft vendors and environmental awareness learning stations.
Guild members Steve Jones, Bea Hovey, Nikolya Luckett, and Don Ross
manned the guild’s station. We provided hands-on beekeeping
information and stressed the impact of honey bees on the environment.
The honey straws were a big hit with the kids. The few stray bees escaping
the observation hive did not seem to scare any of the attendees away from
Steve’s bees. Adding to the bee educational value of the event were the
school’s own two hives. Those bees were very active and many of the
attendees indulged in a close look at these hives. We may see a few new
faces at the next guild monthly meetings as several attendees seemed
interested in having their own bees. We gave them our Guild’s social
media and email info. The school's reps seemed very pleased to have us
there and we believe it was a successful event.  



Photo Credit: Don Ross & Bea Hovey

Glenwood Elementary Spring Festival





Lil Sprouts Program 

Article & Photos Submitted by Bea Hovey
 
﻿Last week I received a text… “Are you the bee lady?” Well, maybe.
What’s up? 

The Norfolk Master Gardeners run numerous gardening projects
throughout the city. One of our locations is St. Patrick Catholic
School and their location is called Lil Sprouts. The children have been
studying pollinators and they indicated they would like to know more
about bees. “Can you come? This coming Thursday?? And, is there
any way you could bring live bees? The kids would be more than
excited!” 

Of course, I told her I would come but I didn’t know about live bees.
After reaching out to guild members, Kami responded immediately! I
am more than grateful. She kindly set me up with all the tools I
needed to be successful for my visit to speak to the Lil Sprouts. We
chatted about flowers and pollinators. We zeroed in on bees and their
life cycle and what they needed to be strong and happy. We finished
up with trying on a beekeepers suit and making some bee tubes. The
bonus, of course, was watching the live observation beehive. How
many questions can 17 first graders have? ENDLESS! The kids were
great. We all had a wonderful time. 





Camelot Elementary

Guild members Von Gilbreath and John Hathaway
presented to Camelot Elementary School on May 2nd
and were subsequently featured on the Cheapeake
Public Schools website!



 Portlock Primary School’s Career Day 

Guild members Von Gilbreath, John Hathaway and Jay Houck

presented at Career Day on May 31st and shared information

on the importance of bees to our environment. 



Summer reading recommendation for

a “future beekeeper”. Appropriate

reading for Grades 1-4.  

CANDACE FLEMING ERIC ROHMANN 

OMEYBEE 
BUSY IFE OF APl5 MELLIFERA 



Event Coordinator Position Open

Do you have an aptitude for planning? Do you appreciate the
time spent with fellow beekeepers at guild events getting to know
one another and talking bees? Perhaps you simply enjoy
attending the many fun local festivals? If so, please consider
volunteering for the Beekeepers Guild’s Event Coordinator
position. The event coordinator is the face of the Beekeepers Guild
to outside organizations. The event coordinator receives requests
for educational exhibits and then interacts with the guild’s board
of directors and guild members to assemble an exhibit tailored to
the request. Examples are requests for STEAM Day or Career Day
presentations at schools, lessons for scout troops, and
educational booth exhibits at festivals.

The event coordinator is an appointed board position which
consists of monthly board meetings via Zoom, in-person
attendance at monthly membership meetings, and a signed
conflict of interest disclosure to protect the guild’s nonprofit
status. 

The event coordinator is not expected to work every event; their
responsibility is to help develop the scope of the event with input
from the guild’s board of directors and then recruit volunteers
from the guild’s members both in-person and electronically. The
position involves planning, recruiting and communicating in
about equal proportions. The amount of time devoted to event
coordination varies monthly but generally takes about 4 to 6
hours per month.

Pam Fisher is our current event coordinator; she is willing to train
a new event coordinator and has offered to work as a team until
the new event coordinator is comfortable. If this is a volunteer
position that intrigues you, please contact Pam at
BeesKneesApiaries@gmail.com or 757-620-0945 with any
questions or to volunteer. Thank you for your consideration.

Mailto: BeesKneesApiaries@gmail.com


Volunteers are needed for the Virginia Beach Farmers Market Honey Festival to be

held on Saturday, June 22, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 3640 Dam Neck Rd,

Virginia Beach, VA 23453. 

Guild members are invited to participate at our booth educating the public about

beekeeping and the impact of honey bees in the environment. We may sell our own

properly labeled honey and hive products once approved by the guild's Board of

Directors. Honey prices are set at $15 per pound for 2024 guild events.

In addition to honey sampling and sales, festival attendees can sample honey wine

from Artisan Meads LLC. The festival will have about 50 local crafters and artisans,

food trucks and live music by Dallas Band.

Set up begins at 9:00 am and the festival opens at 10 am.

Shifts are short, only 4 hours and any assistance you can give is most appreciated.

Click HERE to Sign-up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0549AFA92AA1FE3-50009248-2024#/


Please join us on Saturday, July 13th at the Deep Creek
Ruritan Club, 200 Luray Steet, Chesapeake, VA for
EXTRACTAGANZA!

What is EXTRACTAGANZA exactly? Well you know how
farmers once gathered together and helped each other bring
in the harvest? This is our modern day, beekeeping version of
that! Every July, Guild members, with their families and
friends, get together and bring in their honey harvest while
enjoying an indoor picnic to celebrate the anniversary of our
Guild’s founding. New beekeepers who have not extracted
honey before see how it is done and gain hands-on experience.
If you have honey to spin, bring it! If you don’t have any, come
along anyway and get your hands sticky learning how to
uncap and extract honey. 

Extractaganza 2024

The extracting begins at 10
AM but we will begin
setting up around 8:30 AM
and can always use a few
hands to help out. Lunch
will be served at 11:30 AM.
Please bring your favorite
dessert or side dish to
share - the guild will
provide the chicken,
drinks and paper goods. 



We will open this event to the public at 1 PM to
demonstrate how honey is removed from the comb. Once
all the honey is spun, we’ll clean up the equipment and the
extracting area.

Please RSVP online (Click HERE) by July 9th with the
number of people attending. 

If you are bringing honey to extract, please also bring a 5-
gallon paint strainer and food-grade buckets with tight
fitting lids for your honey and wax cappings. All guild
members and their guests are encouraged to attend this
family-friendly day. See you there!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0549AFA92AA1FE3-49637420-2024#/


Please join us on Saturday, July 20th , for a celebration of the flying
jewels in our garden – butterflies! The Butterfly Society of Virginia will
hold their annual festival at Norfolk Botanical Garden’s Butterfly
House. The guild will supply an educational exhibit on honey bees to
promote our signature event, the Virginia Honey Bee Festival
scheduled for August. Volunteers are needed to help transport
props, take photos, and explain good gardening practices to support
pollinators. All volunteers receive free admission to Norfolk Botanical
Garden. Shifts are short, only four hours, so please consider
volunteering and spend the rest of your day enjoying the Butterfly
Festival and all that Norfolk Botanical Garden has to offer.

Click HERE to volunteer!

BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, JULY 20TH
NORFOLK BOTANICAL GARDENS

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0549AFA92AA1FE3-49637421-2024#/


Stay tuned for sign-up sheets. Many volunteers

will be needed to help ensure this is a successful

event for our Guild! 

Buzz into the Honeybee ~estival, where sweetness fills the air! Presented by the Beekeepers Guild of Southeast Virginia.join us for a day 
buzzing with excitement. Explore educational booths showcasing the vital role of honeybees in our ecosystem, and dive into hands-on 

ac ivities for kids. where they can learn about the fascinating world of pollinators. Collect stamps in your passport as you embark on a journey 
through the festival. Shop around from our retail vendors, and when hunger strikes, refuel with delectable delights from our food trucks. Don't 

miss out on this hive of activity celebrating, the wonderful world of honeybees! 

HOSTED BY: 



The Coastal VA Beekeeper’s Calendar

June

Basswood, sourwood, and sumac are in bloom.
Add supers to colonies as needed. 
Continue looking for queen cells until nectar flow slackens.
Minimize disturbance of hives during honey flows. 
Requeen any captured swarms

July 
Thistle, knapweed, and blueweed are in bloom. 
Add supers as needed. Harvest and extract honey when nectar
flow slows. Colonies should be left with at least 1 full super of
honey at harvest time.
Bees are doing temperature control duties and gathering lots
of water. Please provide a constant source of water for your
bees so that they don’t become a nuisance at your neighbor’s
swimming pool or birdbath.
 Be sure to provide adequate ventilation by propping up the
outer cover. 
Continue inspections to the hive to make sure your hive is
healthy. As drone production decreases, varroa mite
populations will rise in worker brood, so consider monitoring
mite populations.
For those near agriculture, cotton and soybean nectar
production is peaking – watch for summer swarming. 



T E ROCKWOOD PARK BACKYA A~ rove f i t . ti' n ith 

I VI E YOU O H 2024 :)~c:::::::?:::li!===~ CHESTERFIELD ~on,munlcalions 

HO EV BEE ES VAL 
FEATURING: BUMBLEBEE 

Come buzz with us at the Honey Jamboree 
Bee FestivO'I! we, w:ill' have something for ev,e,ryone. 
Join us for a day ,of bee and pollinator 
,e,d'ucation~ honey tasting, free ch#dren's 
,activitles, loco.I artisans, food trucks,. 
live music and more. 

• e 

JUNEZZND 
10AM-,4PM 

AT CHE:STERFIIELD 
COUNTY FAIIRGROUND,S 
10300 Courthouse Rd, 
Chest,erfield, VA 23832 

Firn,d UIS: 
rockwood beek,eepers.com 

FREE EVENT 
Sp onsored by 

Argent Fede,ral Credit Union 
,and One Environme,n,tal 

• 
• 

rockwoodbeekeepers.com


Directions

Slice your baguette into about 1/2 inch thick slices

and place on a parchment paper lined baking sheet.

1.

Add a slice of Brie cheese.2.

Sprinkle with your favorite fresh herbs. I used fresh

thyme but oregano, rosemary and basil would also

work. 

3.

Place into a 450 degrees F oven and bake for about 5

minutes or until the bread begins to brown around

the edges and the cheese melts. Watch it closely.

4.

Remove from oven and drizzle with honey. Serve

warm.

5.

1 Baguette

7 oz Brie cheese

1/4 cup Honey

A couple sprigs of

fresh thyme 

Ingredients

Honey and Brie Crostinis
PREP TIME: 10 MIN COOKING TIME: 5 MIN MAKES: 12 CROSTINIS



Guild clothing is
now available for

purchase! 
Click HERE to order

https://www.bonfire.com/bgsv-products/?utm_source=copy_link&utm_medium=post_campaign_launch&utm_campaign=bgsv-products&utm_content=default&fbclid=IwAR0zS2-CTf0oeq7eLnWoPXboAqj8eR-BRFZHpwt7RtWfHGSq-9UAIgQgSec


Future Meeting Dates 

June 10th 

July 13th - “Extractaganza” will be held in lieu of the
monthly meeting

Guild meetings will continue to be offered both
virtually via Zoom and in-person at Towne Bank 137
Mt. Pleasant Rd., Chesapeake, VA 23322 at 7:00 pm. 




